
Title 25, Chapter 1, Subchapter 1, State Housing Law Regulations Current as of June 5, 2008 
Page 1 

Article 5. Existing Buildings 
 

 
§ 32. Space, Occupancy, and Maintenance 
Except as otherwise permitted or required by Health and Safety Code, Division 13, Part 1.5, this subchapter or by 
other applicable laws and regulations, and the provisions of the 1997 Edition of the Uniform Housing Code, 
Chapters 4, 5, and 6, and Sections 701.2 and 701.3, as adopted by the International Conference of Building 
Officials, with the following State amendments, are hereby incorporated by reference and shall apply to buildings 
or structures subject to the provisions of this subchapter. 

(a) HOT WATER is water supplied to plumbing fixtures at a temperature of not less than 110 degrees F (43.3 
degrees C). 

(b) MECHANICAL CODE is the California Mechanical Code contained in Part 4, Title 24, California Code of 
Regulations. 

(c) PLUMBING CODE is the California Plumbing Code contained in Part 5, Title 24, California Code of 
Regulations. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 17003.5, 17921, 17922, 50061.5 and 50559, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 17922, Health 
and Safety Code. 
 
§ 34. Heating 

(a) Every dwelling unit and guest room used or offered for rent or lease shall be provided with heating facilities 
capable of maintaining a minimum room temperature of 70 degrees F at a point three feet above the floor in all 
habitable rooms, and when the heating facilities are not under the control of the tenant or occupant of the building 
owner and/or manager, shall be required to provide that heat at a minimum temperature of 70 degrees F, 24 
hours a day. These facilities shall be installed and maintained in a safe condition and in accordance with Chapter 
37 of the Uniform Building Code, the Uniform Mechanical Code, and other applicable laws. No unvented fuel 
burning heaters shall be permitted. All heating devices or appliances shall be of the approved type. 

(b) The provisions of Subsection (a) are subject to the exemption for existing buildings provided in Section 103, 
of the Uniform Housing Code. 

(c) Those buildings and structures which are exempt from the requirements of Section 103 shall be provided 
with heat at a temperature as close to 70 degrees F as the existing heating facilities are capable of providing at a 
point three feet above the floor in all habitable rooms when the heating facilities are not under the control of the 
tenant. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 17003.5, 17921, 17922, 50061.5 and 50559, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 17920.3, 
17921 and 17922, Health and Safety Code. 
 
§ 36. Rehabilitation and Repair 
Rehabilitation and repair of existing buildings and structures subject to this subchapter shall also be subject to 
those requirements contained in Division 13, Part 1.5 of the Health and Safety Code which are applicable to 
rehabilitation and repair. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 17003.5, 17921, 17922(c), 50061.5 and 50559, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 17922(c) 
and 17958.8, Health and Safety Code. 
 
§ 38. Garbage Receptacles 
An adequate number of appropriate receptacles with close–fitting covers for garbage and rubbish as may be 
considered necessary by the enforcement agency shall be provided for the occupant of every dwelling unit by the 
owner or operator of every structure or building subject to this subchapter. Each receptacle shall be kept in a 
clean condition and in good repair. 
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 17003.5, 17922, 50061.5 and 50559, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 17920.3 and 17922, 
Health and Safety Code. 
 
§ 40. Bedding 
In every apartment house or hotel subject to this part, held out for rent and furnished with a bed and bedding, 
every part of every bed, including the mattress, sheets, blankets, and bedding shall be kept in a clean, dry and 
sanitary condition, free from filth, urine, or other foul matter, and from the infection of lice, bedbugs, or other 
insects. The bed linen in a hotel shall be changed before a new guest occupies the bed. In every dwelling unit 
where linen is furnished, the linen shall be changed before a new guest occupies the dwelling unit. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 17003.5, 17921, 17922, 50061.5 and 50559, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 17920.3 and 
17922, Health and Safety Code. 
 
§ 42. Caretaker 
A manager, janitor, housekeeper, or other responsible person shall reside upon the premises and shall have 
charge of every apartment house in which there are 16 or more apartments, and of every hotel in which there are 
12 or more guest rooms, in the event that the owner of an apartment house or hotel does not reside upon said 
premises. Only one caretaker would be required for all structures under one ownership and on one contiguous 
parcel of land. If the owner does not reside upon the premises of any apartment house in which there are more 
than four but less than 16 apartments, a notice stating the owner’s name and address, or the name and address 
of the owner’s agent in charge of the apartment house, shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 17003.5, 17921, 50061.5 and 50559, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 17910–17995, Health 
and Safety Code. 
 
§ 44. Hotplates 
The use of hotplates existing in rooms prior to September 20, 1963, shall be in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 17921.1 of the Health and Safety Code. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 17003.5, 17921, 50061.5 and 50559, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 17921.1, Health and 
Safety Code. 
 
§ 46. Portable Fire Extinguishers 
Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided and maintained in every apartment house and hotel. The number and 
type of portable fire extinguishers to be installed shall be determined by the enforcement agency. However, the 
minimum requirements shall be as set forth in Title 19, Chapter 1, Subchapter 3, California Code of Regulations. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 17003.5, 17921, 50061.5 and 50559, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 17921, Health and 
Safety Code. 
 


